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Innocent
Who killed Travis Wood?

This is going to sound
as if we are patting our-
selves on the back - and
we are. In this case, Tulsa
World reporters and edi-
tors, in a series of articles
and video recordings,
thoroughly reported the
case of Michelle Murphy,
who was wrongly sent to
prison for 2O years.

In 1994, Murphy was
found guilty of the mur-
der of her 3-month-old
son, Travis Wood. Twenty
years to the day later,
she was declared inno-
cent and released from
her life -without-parole
sentence.

World reporters Cary
Aspinwall and Ziva Brans-
tetter, along with others,
have covered the story as
it trnfolded. Aspinwall and
Branstetter drilled into
the story in the series,
bringing readers a unique
and important example
of the sort of journalisrn
only a newspaper can do.

The stories return the
focus to the important
things. For days, the
case has centered on
secret notes that have
been sealed in the Tulsa
County courthouse and
what they might tell us
about what prosecutor
Tim Harris knew and
when he knew it. The
Aspinwal I-Bransterter
stories returned the focus

lnl994, Murphy
was found guilty of
the murder of her
3-month-old son,
Travis Wood. Twenty
years to the day later,
she was declared inno-
cent and released from
her life-without-parole
sentence.

on the unsolved mystery
of who killed Travis Wood
and how the state man-
aged to convict an inno-
cent woman 20 years ago.

The series details mis-
takes made before, during
and after the trial.

Still, questions remain
unanswered. Why was
what seems to be obvi-
ous evidence overlooked
or ignored? Why, even
when Murphy's guilt
was brought into serious
doubt, did she have to
spend another nine years
in prison? Why was no
other possibie suspect
investigated?

Murphy now has to put
her life back together. It
won't be easy.

And those responsible
for putting her in prison
in the first place are left
with their consciences.

No fooling

Gov. Mary Fallin's
policies have proven that
continue to fool all ofthe
the time.
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Owasso prospers
Good news follows good ne\MS

Core and Janet Barresi's
high-stake testing, she now
a goverllment takeover.

The denial ofhealth care
sands of Oklahomans

The momentum of pros-
ed Medicaid has guarante

square-foot distribution lives, therefore, earl1'
can be a wonderful center just west of the city. A recent irational sttidy c


