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Abuse Didn't Spur Crime, Juror Says
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TULSA (AP) - The jury that convicted a woman of murder despite her claims of abuse did not intend the verdict as a blanket rejection of
battered woman syndrome defenses, one juror said.

Advocates for victims of domestic violence said the life sentence April Wilkens, 29, received Wednesday sets a dangerous precedent.

"They are sending a clear message to the abuser that it's OK to abuse us," one domestic violence survivor said.

But juror Janet Purinton said Wilkens' case was not a good test case.

"I personally believe battered woman syndrome is a very viable defense," she said. "But we went back over the story, looked at the pictures and
decided that what she said couldn't have happened. We looked at the crime scene and matched it with her statements. It didn't match."

The jury convicted Wilkens in April of first-degree murder and recommended the life term with the possibility of parole. Wilkens shot Terry
Carlton, 40, eight times April 28, 1998. She said he came at her after raping and handcuffing her, according to reports.

Battered woman syndrome has been used as a defense since legislation passed in 1992 allowed expert witnesses to testify why victims stay in
abusive relationships and why they might think differently in violent situations.

But Assistant District Attorney Sharon Ashe said Wilkens is not a classic example of a battered woman. Prosecutors argued that drug abuse, not
domestic abuse, made Wilkens snap.

"She didn't act in self-defense," Ashe said. "She wasn't in a relationship where she was a battered woman. She was in a relationship where there
was violence perpetuated by both offenders, and she was the worst offender."

Reports showed both Wilkens and Carlton had filed police complaints alleging violence committed by the other.

But Wilkens' attorney, Christopher Lyons, said her relationship with Carlton was "very controlling and demeaning."
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