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VICTIM'S FAM(LY VERSION: 
The following is a typed statement, dated June 28, 1999, from the Family of Terry Carlton 
regarding the sentencing of April Rose Wilkens: 

"The family of Terry Carlton is grateful for the opportunity to voice our views 
concerning the sentencing of April Rose Wilkens for the murder of our son. His death, 
coupled with the callous and merciless way she chose to kill him, has caused 
immeasurable grief to his two sisters, his mother and I. 

Terry's life had meaning for us. He was a young man who has much in his future to 
look forward to. His hopes and dreams and ours for him will never be realized. The 
void she created will weigh heavily in our hearts and our minds for the remainder of 
our lives as there will be no parole for us. It was interesting to hear Terry portrayed 
as a good looking, charming, monied, self-indulgent young man with too much time on 
his hands. This may be true, however, it is just as true, although not mentioned in 
testimony, that he was loved by his family and friends, generous to a fault and never 
harmed anyone. Terry had no police record and chose to lead a rather quiet life 
devoted to his true loves-music, guitars, traveling and racing. He loved life, possessed 
decency and character and would have chosen to continue to live had he been given 
the choice. 

We would remind you during trial no remorse or sorrow was ever shown by the 
defendant regarding Terry. Her tears flowed when she spoke of losing her home and 
of her son, Hunter. These events were the consequence of her actions of not paying 
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VICTIM'S FAMILY VERSION: -'-'Cont'd" 
her mortgage and not giving proper care to her son. Neither her lender nor the court 
is expected to make concessions of her behalf because of her failures. How much more 
severe were her actions for deliberately and calculatingly taking another's life. Terry 
fell victim to what she herself testified to as "sticking to her plan." For technical 
reasons the District Attorney's Office did not include into their body of evidence a tape 
between April and a male discussing taking Terry's life before his death. She goes on 
to state "I'm just too fucking nice" and that if all went as planned, she would be 
charged with "justifiable homicide." Fortunately, she failed. It is ironic that she Jt. "Jo 
previously obtained a restraining order against her father, and her mother was quoted #"<1'":_31\' 
as saying "for all I care she can rot in jail," that she chose to kill Terry-the only person 1~ 
who offered her financial and emotional support. She would have us to believe he 
abused her physically and emotionally. None of the doctors and rape crisis personnel 
testimony ever indicated that even a Band-Aid was required for the alleged injuries. 
The "beating" on a European vacation by her own account consisted of hitting her on 
the head 3 times with a baseball cap because she chose to spend their last day of the 
trip in bed. 

It was obvious from the testimony of medical doctors, psychiatrist, health providers, 
and law enforcement personnel that April's account of the events preceding Terry's 
death were distorted, mis-characterized and on occasion untrue. She was cognizant 
enough to make statements under oath that were proved by evidence and testimony 
to be false. It has also been admitted by April that even while awaiting trial in jail, she 
had obtained and taken drugs. April has been diagnosed as bi-polar. Terry's mother 
and I are not knowledgeable enough to know if April's past and current behavior is a 
result of mental problems, a substance abuse problem or a combination of both. In 
anger, April confronted me and swore to "Bring me down." She also threatened my 
life. She has certainly succeeded with the first promise and I firmly believe she would 
attempt by any means to make good her second. She feels as if she is the victim, 
although, all the heinous acts committed were planned and executed by her. All of the 
events were tragic, painful and completely unnecessary. Her return to society would 
not serve justice or be of any benefit to society. She would remain in constant threat 
to my safety and perhaps to others in Terry's family. A forgiving sentence would only 
say that Terry's life had no meaning and that his death is acceptable. 

May it not be forgotten that she testified Terry moved aggressively toward her-her fear 
of her safety led to her firing the weapon. Blood samples and other crime scene 
evidence provided the true events of his death. He was sitting in a chair playing a guitar 
when he was shot at close range (within 2 feet). The bullet shattered his spine, causing 
paralysis from the neck down. April testified he told her he was paralyzed and to call 
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VICTIM'S FAMILY VERSION: ""Cont'd'' 
911 . Unable to move and speak, she then chose not to call 911, but to shoot him 
again in the face. With 2 shots in his face and unable to move she sated "he just 
wouldn't die" so she fired a third shot again into his face. He remained laying on the 
floor on his back looking at her as she continued to shoot him at close range until the 
weapon was emptied. He lay there, as police photographs indicated, in a pool of his 
own blood with his eyes wide open. It was determined he took several minutes to die 
after the last shot was fired. 

The scene described recreates itself in Terry's mother and my mind each morning as 
we awake, each evening as we try to fall asleep and often in our dreams. We wonder 
what pain he felt, what was going through his mind as he lay there, what good-byes 
would he have wanted to say, why this was happening to him and finally the realization 
that he could not survive the injuries and that he was dying. April would have the 
court believe she held his hand and cried although no blood was found on her body or 
clothing. His body and hands covered in blood as evidence by photographs remained 
undisturbed. Yes, April has kept her promise to bring me down. Her plan has been 
successful on a daily basis since she acted as Terry's judge, jury and executioner in April 
of 1998. 

The last few minutes of our son's life will replay daily in our minds for the rest of our 
lives. She had a plan, carried it through and would now like to be relived of the 
consequences of her actions. We pray the court will not indulge her. Let her remain 
in custody of the state as not to be allowed to harm or cause such grief and pain again. 
Her release would serve as no good purpose to society. There is no parole for Terry's 
mother and I from the pain she caused. 

Respectfully 
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PHYSICAL AND MENTAL HEALTH: ""Cont'd" 
Wilkens reports she first used drugs intravenously in August 1997 and on a regular basis in 
September of 1997. Wilkens reports she was using .35 grams of methamphetamines on a 
weekly basis. Prior to her arrest on the Instant Offense. Wilkens reports methamphetamines 
was her drug of choice. Wilkens has experimented with mushrooms, cocaine and marijuana. 

A urinalysis was not conducted due to Wilkens' being in the Tulsa County Jail. 

The following is an Assessment statement from Lynda lsorn-Driskell, Family 
Resource Center, regarding April Wilkens: 

"As April Rose Wilkens' counselor, I am writing to you with hope that my assessment 
of April will assist you in your effort to understand April's situation and the abuse 
related events that led to what I believe was April's act of self-defense on April 28, 
1998. 

I first became familiar with April's case last July when an attorney from The National 
Clearing House for the Defense of Battered Women in Philadelphia contacted Domestic 
Violence Intervention Services Executive Director, Felicia Collins-Correia. Felicia was 
asked to assist April Wilkens by arranging for the provision of advocacy and counseling 
services while April awaited trial. At that time, April was incarcerated at ADC where 
she has remained since her arrest in April 1998. Felicia contacted me at my office 
where I am employed full time as a licensed professional counselor for DVIS and 
coordinator for a consortium of Tulsa United Way agencies including DVIS, Parent 
Child Center, Youth Services, Credit Counseling and Family and Children's Services. 
In addition to my work at DVlS l have developed and implemented two graduate 
courses in Domestic Violence and Sexual Abuse for the University of Oklahoma where 
I have been employed as an adjunct assistant professor since June, '97. Felicia believed 
that my knowledge and experience in the filed of domestic violence treatment and 
assessment would naturally prepare me for my role as April's counselor. Before meeting 
with April I spoke with her mother, Louise Fitzhue, and her public defender, Damon 
Cantrell, but nothing could have prepared me for the last thirteen months, the dozens 
of sessions with April which culminated in 3 5 to 40 hours of face to face contact at 
ADC, the three weeks of trial and April's conviction. 

My first impression of April was that she told a true and horrific story that paralleled 
the hundreds of similar stories of domestic violence told to me by female victims and 
survivors with one exception, that April found her life to be threatened to the extent 
that she believed if she did not defend herself she would be raped and murdered by 
Terry Carlton. I validate her belief that she acted out of a pervasive fear that Terry 
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PHYSICAL AND MENTAL HEALTH: ""Cont'd'' 
would, in deed, follow through with this threats to kill her. During my sessions with 
April she related symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder including sleep 
disturbances, depression compounded by hopelessness, hyper vigilance, elevated levels 
of anxiety and horrendous grief as a result of taking the life of a man whom she loved. 
These symptoms are characteristic of the long term impact of violence on victims of 
abuse and April's symptoms have persisted throughout the last 14 months. 

April described a whirlwind courtship and seduction by Terry soon after she met him. 
The relationship gradually changed and April related numerous accounts of emotional 
abuse, isolation and threats to harm which escalated to physical battering, sexual 
coercion, sexual assault and drug use. April realized that she might not survive Terry's 
brutal attacks and her repeated attempts to distance herself from Terry were met by 
his refusal to let her go. His refusal to accept that manifested in his stalking behaviors, 
harassment, and destruction of her property. April reported Terry's obsession with 
firearms and his threats to kill her which he used to control, intimidate and instill fear 
in his victim and it worked. The history of abusive incidents was documented 
repeatedly by Tulsa Police Officers who responded to numerous 911 calls made by 
April and medical reports by two SANE nurses who examined her after two reported 
rapes, and by friends and neighbors who witnessed Terry's abuse of April. April 
described feeling trapped with no hope of escape. She became convinced that she had 
nowhere to hide where he could not find her. It also became very clear to April that 
the safety, support and external validation she desperately needed in order to survive 
was not available to her unless she agreed to follow through with protective orders and 
to cooperate with prosecutors even though she was being threatened with abuse and 
murder by Terry Carlton if she turned against him. Thus, April was blamed for failing 
to utilize all options available to her, options that she believed were unsafe and 
unreasonable. 

On April 28, 1999, she decided to act in what she believed to be her and Terry's best 
interest by pleading with him to get help. So many women have put their fear aside 
and placed themselves in danger by returning to the abusers with the mistaken belief 
that they have the power to help them. April, too, was mistaken but she believed that 
she had no other choice but to appeal to the reasonable, rational side of Terry she had 
known in the early stages of their relationship. But as we know, April was brutally 
assaulted physically and sexually on the morning of the shooting and has photographs 
and medical reports to support the claim that she was beaten, raped and handcuffed. 
So, I strongly believe that April's efforts to "calm him down" have been grossly 
misinterpreted by those who want us to believe that April premeditated a murder. 
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PHYSICAL AND MENTAL HEALTH; ""Cont'd" 
I have come to know April Wilkens as a sensitive, intelligent, compassionate young 
woman who loves her son Hunter and who shares a close relationship with her parents 
and extended family members. I am also saddened that Terry's family is suffering from 
grief and loss and that April lives with this tragedy and all of the misery that 
accompanies remorse and sorrow every single day. As a therapist, I maintain 
professional boundaries with my clients and keep an emotional distance in order to 
provide a safe environment for them to disclose their thoughts and feelings, and I must 
also admit that this case and Apirl's conviction has made a lasting impact on me as a 
professional counselor and as a human being. I am glad to have known April Wilkens 
and her family and I am inspired by the impression that her courage has made on 
victims of domestic violence and spousal rape who know of her case and its outcome. 

I hope that a minimum security facility for April is a realistic expectation of her near 
future so I am asking you to please consider a recommendation for April's placement 
at Eddie Warrior Correctional Facility in Taft, OK. DVIS counselor, Katherine Levine, 
facilitates an exemplary program for victims of domestic violence that was implemented 
there last summer. I believe April would benefit greatly from a program designed to 
treat her PTSD and the lasting effects of trauma. 

Thank you for anything you can do to help April at this time in her life. 

Sincerely, 

Signed Lynda Isom-Driskell, MHR,LPC 

MILITARY SERVICE RECORD: 
The Defendant denied any prior or current enlistment in the United States Armed Forces. 

FINANCIAL CONDITION: 
Wilkens reports no financial assets. Wilkens states she does not know her current economic 
status due to being in custody in the Tulsa County Jail for approximately fourteen months. 




